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—— CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR

The Civil War is one of the biggest human conflicts in the American
history. The economic conditions and the sharp differences between the
North and South contributed largely to the war. Abolitionism is a
movement that existed prior to the Civil War, and the social movement's
objective was to advocate for the freedom of the slaves and their
immediate integration into the American society as equal citizens. Foner
discusses that economy of Southern America greatly depended on slave
labor for its cotton agriculture. On the contrary, the North's economy
flourished with growing industrialization. Nonetheless, the abolitionist
movement put a lot of pressure on the South to end slavery, an issue
that would hugely undermine its economic performance. The common
view, therefore, is that slavery was the core contributor to the civil.
Woods explains that historical evidence is apparent that the South'’s
motivation to participate in the devastating war was the issue of slavery,
though the Civil War had its other causes. Despite slavery being the
principal contributor to the Civil War, the other causes of the conflict
were the rapid economic differences between the South and the North;
constitutional disagreements; and the conflicting ambitions between
the South and the North; but the additional factors are closely related to
slavery.

Slavery, whose practice continued in the south after its abolition in the
North, was the main source of the Civil War. The problem affected
particular races. The Indians are among the people who worked as
slaves on the South’s vast cotton plantations. Foner discusses that the
Indians, particularly those of Hispaniola, were completely deprived of
their freedom. They were under the “fiercest and harshest and most
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horrible servitude captivity. Consequently, the Civil War was a conflict
with the aim of ending the slavery in the South.

In his book, “Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History,” Foner explains
that by the time of the Civil War in 1860, slavery had gripped America
and reached unprecedented levels. There was a sharp contrast between
the declaration of America a free country in 1776 and the persistent
slavery that progressed in the country, several years after the
declaration of its independence. America’'s image was a country where
only few races had become independent indeed, with the minority races
like the Indians and Africans remaining captives of slavery. Nonetheless,
slavery was a historical problem that dated several years before the
establishment of America as a nation.

According to Foner, the genesis of America’s slavery is traced in 1619,
when it was introduced in Virginia, whereby a Dutch ship brought the
African slaves and exchanged them for food items. The white settlers in
both the North and South became increasingly dependent on slaves
because they could not find a better source of cheap labor compared to
the servitudes. African slavery had become popular in the Northern
British colony by 1700, while the agrarian South boosted the production
of their commercial crops like tobacco, cotton, and rice using slave labor.
Most American colonies, according to Foner, prospered because of the
cheap labor they got from the slaves. The British Northern America, for
example, greatly depended on African slavery for its growth. By the start
of the American Revolution in 1775, all the thirteen colonies in America
had slavery. Therefore, America gained its independence while the
colonies continued exercising slavery, an issue that compelled the
slaves, especially those of African-American descent, to see the
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contradiction between human equality and independence. North
America terminated slavery following the revolution, but the South
continued relying on slave labor for its cotton farming. It was challenging
for the South to end slavery because there was a boom in the demand
for cotton during the years following the revolution. Foner discusses
that cotton had become the most profitable cash crop by 1840, and it
earned America more income than all the exports combined. The White
settlers who practiced cotton farming in the South had believed that
cotton’s growth as a viable cash crop was due to slave labor; therefore,
they could not separate slavery from the economy. The South’s
insistence on slavery is an issue that fuelled the Civil War.

Americans’ disagreement on some of the constitutional changes during
the years before the war contributed to the conflict. Rugemer explains
that the passing of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854 created tension
between the supporters and opponents of ending slavery. The
constitutional act invoked the concept of “popular sovereignty,” which
meant that the occupants of each territory had the legal right to allow or
reject slavery. Kansas had two factions, one supporting the practice of
slavery, while the other opposing it. The Northern settlers wanted to
free Kansas from slavery, while the Southern farmers insisted on Kansas
remaining a slave state. The opinion difference between the pro and
anti-slavery people, following the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act,
culminated in an armed war. Rugemer discusses that in Missouri, for
instance, the Border Ruffians intimidated the attempts to ending slavery
in the South by attacking the abolitionist towns and Kkilling the
anti-slavery champions. Reverends like Henry Ward Beecher resorted to
using the riffle instead of the Bible. It became clear that the South’s
slavery could only be ended through armed intervention.
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The constitution did not protect Americans of African origin as the other
citizens. In 1857, for example, Dred Scott, an African-American slave,
sued his owner over slavery. The owner had taken Scott into lllinois and
Wisconsin in the Northern territory, where slavery had been banned.
The Supreme Court, however, denied Dred Scott his freedom after suing
his owner, citing that Scott was not an American citizen, therefore, he
lacked the right to sue his owner, whether he was free or enslaved. The
verdict also found that it was improper for the federal government to
ban slavery in Missouri, because it lacked such prohibitive authority. The
Judiciary's perceived support for slavery weakened the hope that the
slaves and anti-slavery Northern settlers had about the end of slavery;
hence they resorted to forceful methods of fighting the menace.

America’s institutions of power had fundamentally disagreed on the role
of the federal government in curbing slavery. According to Foner, there
was a lot of uncertainty before and during the Civil War, on whether or
not the federal government had authority to end slavery in the Northern
and Southern territories. The case of Dred Scott is a typical
demonstration of the Supreme Court's ruling on the federal
government’s authority to terminate slavery in Missouri, or any other
territory. Apart from this ruling, President Abraham Lincoln, the
Republican president who led America during the Civil War, translated
the constitution to mean that the federal government lacked the power
to outlaw slavery. Lincoln argued that the founders of the constitution
developed a system that they conceived in liberty, but one that lacked
the power to free the enslaved people. The radical Republicans
disagreed with Lincoln; which meant that they saw the need to end
slavery by all means, even if the constitution did not empower the
federal government terminate enslavement.
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The sharp economic differences and conflicting ambitions between the
South and North America also caused the Civil War. North and South
America pursued their paths to economic development differently. The
North was an industrial economy, while the South was an Agrarian
economy. Foner explains that the fast growth of Cotton as the chief cash
crop implied that the South had to continue using slave-labor because
the Southern settlers understood it as the source of the region’s
economic growth and expansion of Cotton’s demand. The disadvantage,
however, was that the South highly depended on one cash crop, cotton,
which required slavery to flourish; but the North was a burgeoning
industrialized area with high prospects of expansion of the financial
sector. The Southern settlers perceived competition from the North, and
they understood the pressure from the Northern settlers who
advocated for abolition of slavery as an attempt to challenge the South’s
economic growth, hence the South’s rejection of anti-slavery campaigns
that led to the war.

In conclusion, the Civil War was a conflict based on the need for the
South to end slavery. Although other factors contributed to the crisis,
they had close links to slavery. The South America’s settlers persisted on
using slaves as their source of labor, several years after the declaration
of America’s independence in 1776. Although the North too practiced
slavery after the country’s independence, they achieved abolition of
enslavement earlier than the South. However, the Southern settlers
considered slavery as the main reason behind the growth of the South’s
economy and development of cotton as the product with the greatest
demand. Americans and the authoritative institutions differed on their
understanding of the constitution and how it protected the slaves and
their rights. The Supreme Court’s ruling against Dred Scott implied that
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the non-native American slaves lacked the right to sue their masters;
while President Lincoln’s interpretation of the constitution meant that
the federal government could not terminate slavery. Therefore, the
anti-slavery crusaders chose the Civil War as the means to reaching
abolition of slavery in the South.
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